
 

"True discipleship is submission to the lordship of Christ that 
becomes a pattern of life." 

 
John MacArthur 

Sermon Notes – August 28, 2016 

I Pledge Allegiance 4 – Following Jesus 

Austin Evangelical Fellowship 

Pastor Colin Bell 

 

Luke 9:23 – “And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 

himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.” 

 

Introduction with the song “Called Me Higher” sung by Andrew Dyck –  

 “I could just sit and wait for all your goodness, I could just stay right where I am and 

hope to feel something again.   I could hold on to who I am and never let you change 

me, I could be safe and never let these walls down… But You have called me higher; 

You have called me deeper, and I’ll go where You will lead me, Lord.”   

 

Review: 

1 – Deny ourselves by putting to death the old man and his practices 

2 – Take up and carry our cross by being willing to pay any price 

3 – “Follow Me” 

“Discipleship is not limited to what you can comprehend—it must transcend all 

comprehension.    (Speaking as God saying to us) Plunge into the deep waters beyond 

your own comprehension, and I will help you to comprehend even as I do.”     

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

Matthew 14:28, 29 – “And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come 

to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the 

water and came to Jesus.” 

 

Are you willing to get out of the boat, because you will never walk on water stuck in the 

safe zones of the boats of our lives?     



 
“It’s much easier to speak about following Jesus when you are 
making a general statement without any specific commitment.    

But the most obvious and basic definition of following Jesus will 
mean making some significant life changes. Following Jesus 

literally means that you go where Jesus goes.” 
 

Kyle Idelman 

FOLLOWING CHRIST… 

 

1. WON’T INCLUDE A ROAD MAP  

 

Luke 9:57-58 – “As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow 

you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 

have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”  

There is no road map… sometimes that will take us through the valley and sometimes 

through the mountain tops.    

 

Jesus very often invites people to “follow Me” 

 

a) Matthew 4:18-22 – “While walking by the sea of Galilee, He (Jesus) saw two 

brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea 

for they were fisherman. And He said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fishers of 

men.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. And going on from there he 

saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother with their 

father, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and 

their father and followed them.”    

 

b) Matthew 9:9 – “As Jesus passed on there, He saw a man called Matthew sitting at 

the tax booth and said to him, ‘Follow me’. And he rose and followed Him.”    

 

c) John 1:43, “The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee.  He found Philip and said to 

him, ‘Follow me.’”   

 

 

 

 



In none of these calls does Jesus lay out for them what their time with Him would hold – 

miracles, teachings, death, resurrection, Holy Spirit, birth of the church, persecution, 

etc. They simply heard the words of Jesus, “follow me” and left everything that they had 

and followed Christ.  

 

"Yes, Jesus I will follow you wherever... until You tell me to speak to my neighbour, or to 

love the one that has hurt me, to forgive as I have been forgiven, to give up the 

addiction that has had hold of my life, to become a missionary in a different country, 

etc. God, I will follow You — just not to those places. I will follow You, as long as it stays 

inside exactly what I am doing right now... If you can work with that, then I will follow you 

wherever." 

 

2. IS ABOUT NOW 

 

Luke 9:59-60 – “To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and 

bury my father.” And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as 

for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”  

I will follow you, but not right at this moment maybe at a different time. 

 

3. IS PRIORITY  

 

Luke 9:61-62 – “Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to 

those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow 

and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 

1 Kings 19 – Elisha called by God to take over for the prophet Elijah, found ploughing 

oxen. He asked the same request of Elijah that this man asked of Jesus, but notice the 

difference in 19:21, “And when he returned from following him and took the yoke of 

oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the yokes of the oxen and give it to 

the people, and they ate.  Then he arose and went after Elijah and assisted.” Elisha in 

this moment said to God, “I have decided to follow you, no turning back”.    

“When you accept the invitation of Jesus to follow him, you are not just saying that he is 

a top priority in your life; you are making him the only priority in your life.” 

Kyle Idleman 

 



“The goal is not looking good on the outside, but to have our goal be Him.”    

Matt Chandler 

A fan is an enthusiastic admirer of someone or something, but a follower is 

someone who wants to be taken higher, who wants to be taken deeper. Are we 

ready to follow Jesus no matter where, no matter, and no matter the cost?     

 


