
 

"Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
commendable, if there is anything excellent, if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned 
and received and heard and seen in me – practice these things, 

and the God of peace will be with you." 

 
Philippians 4:8,9 
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What do we look for in our heroes? What characteristics do we see? 

 

Paul had a hero. 

 

Phil 3:8-10 - "Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and 

count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know him and the 

power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death." 

 

1 Cor 11:1 - "Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ." 

 

Who do you want to be like? Who do we imitate? 

 

Intro to next sermon series. What does it mean to be a follower of Christ in a culture that 

has no use for Him? 

 

We can't imitate who we don't know. We need to spend time getting to know Him. 

 

2 Tim 4:2-4 - "Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, 

and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people 

will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 

themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the 



truth and wander off into myths." 

 

Not just pastors. He calls us all to stand for truth. Our culture is tolerant of everything 

but the Word of God. Seek to be like Christ. Deny ourselves, take up our cross, follow 

Him. 

 

Eph 6:13 - "Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm." 

 

FIVE GLIMSES OF JESUS: 

 

1. God is His priority 

 Luke 2:43-49 - "And he said to them, 'Why were you looking for me? Did you not know 

that I must be in my Father's house?'" 

Are we about the Father's business or our own? 

Miracles, etc. were about pointing people to the Father. 

Josh 1:8 - "This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 

meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is 

written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good 

success." 

 

2. Jesus Loves People 

Matt 22:37-39 - "And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 

commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 

1 Cor 13:4-8 - "Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or 

rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at 

wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes 

all things, endures all things. Love never ends." 

 

Jesus shows love - woman at the well, woman caught in adultery, sinners and tax 

collectors, Zaccheus, Judas (washed his feet, served him and the others even knowing 

what would happen). 

 

3. Jesus prayed 

Matthew - went up on mountain to pray. 

Jesus cherished the opportunities to pray. If we want to live and stand for truth we need 

to be on our knees. 

 



Phil 4:6 - "do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God." 

 

4. Jesus lived a life of humility 

Phil 2:5-7 - "Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 

but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men." 

 

5. Jesus is obedient 

Phil 2:8 - "And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 

the point of death, even death on a cross." 

 

John 14:23 - "Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my 

Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him." 

 

1 John 3:24 - "Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him. And 

by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us." 

 

Josh 24:15 - "And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you 

will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the 

gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will 

serve the Lord." 

 

Who will we choose to serve? 

 

Hebrews 12:2 - "Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the 

right hand of the throne of God." 


