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Introduction: 
 
Michael Green 
"To not keep the ideal [of marriage] is to spoil God’s plan for man and woman.  It does not mean that failure 
cannot be forgiven, or that a subsequent marriage cannot be happy and fruitful." 
 
Divorce is not the unpardonable sin. With repentance, there can be grace, forgiveness, redemption and 
freedom. 
 
David and Bathsheba - their son Solomon became king. 
 
Divorce statistics are staggering. 
 
Malachi 2:16 - "For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
covers his garment with violence, says the Lord of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be 
faithless." 
 
2 Tim 4:2-4 - "Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths." 
 
This is the culture we live in. 
 
There needs to be a greater depth to marriage than just making us happy. 
 
Domestic violence is not tolerated by God. 
 
"Let’s strive to be a Christian community that treats marriage with respect and honor it with a lifelong 
commitment, but let us also reach out to protect the vulnerable and mistreated.  Only as we navigate the whole 
Word of God can we navigate the tension." 
 
Matthew 19:1-10 
"Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and entered the region of Judea 
beyond the Jordan. And large crowds followed him, and he healed them there. 
And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?” He 
answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and 
said, Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.” They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her 
away?” He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but 
from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and 
marries another, commits adultery.” 
The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry." 
 
Deuteronomy 24:1 - "When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in his eyes because 
he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and 
sends her out of his house, and she departs out of his house." 
 
Hillel camp - taught that the husband could divorce the wife if she did anything that displeased him or he did not 
like. 
Shammai camp - taught that the indencey could only be given on the grounds of physical adultery. 
 



Robert Anderson 
"In every marriage more than a week old, there are grounds for divorce.  The trick is to find and continue to 
find, grounds for marriage.” 
 
Marriage was created by God for the purpose of... 
 
1. Mirroring His Image 
 
Genesis 1:27 - "So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female 
he created them." 
 
Top reason for divorce - relationship runs out steam or they have fallen out of love; no longer happy. 
 
How different would our marriages be if we strive to reveal God to each other? If we would pray for those 
relationships around us? 
 
Eph 5:22-25 - "Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife 
even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her." 
 
Romans 5:1-5 - "Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put 
us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given 
to us." 
 
What are the trials and suffering in your life and marriage growing in you? 
 
Beth Felker Jones 
“When, by the grace of God, we’re able to keep a marriage together, we get to be symbols—imperfect symbols, 
but still symbols—of God’s faithfulness to His people.  Marriages are supposed to last because they are 
symbols of God’s lasting love for us.” 
 
2. Commitment 
 
Matt 19:5 - "Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh." 
 
Genesis 2:24 - "Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall 
become one flesh." 
 
"Hold fast" - cement or glue 
Same word used in: 
Job 19:20 - "My bones stick to my skin and to my flesh, and I have escaped by the skin of my teeth." 
Ruth 1:14 - "Then they lifted up their voices and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth 
clung to her." 
 
1 Cor 13:4-8 - "Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist 
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. As for prophecies, 
they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away." 
 
Do we really believe in this kind of love? What does "all things" really mean? Is it just about being happy? 
 
3. Displaying His Work 
 
Matt 19:6 - "So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man 



separate." 
 
R.T. France 
“To see divorce as man undoing the work of God puts the whole issue in a radically new perspective.” 
 
Those yet to be married. Do not rush into; pray. 
 
For those who fear this was the case in their own lives, do not underestimated the power of God to redeem. 
 
Mal 2:15 - "Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God 
seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your 
youth." 
 
Hebrews 13:4 - "Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will 
judge the sexually immoral and adulterous." 
 
4. Marriage was not created by God for divorce. 
 
Matt 19:8,9 - "He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, 
but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, 
and marries another, commits adultery.” 
 
1 Cor 7:15 - "But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not 
enslaved. God has called you to peace." 
 
Do not even allow the word "divorce" to enter your minds. As soon as you do you've opened a door that can 
lead down a very dangerous path. 


