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1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 
Introduction: 
 
"... surprised that even though, “these behaviors (sexual immoral) behaviors are not new, it’s that they are 
societally approved now.” " 
Moira McQueen 
 
According to God, sexual immorality is any kind of sexual activity with anyone who is not your husband or wife 
or the same sex. 
 
Matt 5:28 - "But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart." 
 
1 Cor 6:13 - "Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and the 
other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body." 
 
"Porneia" 
 
87% of Canadians have no problem with sex outside of marriage. 
 
2 Tim 4:2-4 - "preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths." 
 
1 Cor 6:18 - "Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the 
sexually immoral person sins against his own body." 
 
Gal 5:1 - "For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery." 
 
John 8:36 - "So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed." 
 
1 Cor 10:13 - "No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let 
you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you 
may be able to endure it." 
 
I will stand for the purity of sex because: 
 
1. I have been called to freedom 
 
1 Cor 6:12 - "All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will 
not be dominated by anything." 
 
Eph 2:8 - "For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God." 
 
Romans 6:1-2 - "What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! 
How can we who died to sin still live in it?" 
 
It is not to build you up; it is always to tear you down. 
 
Song of Solomon 2:7 - "I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles or the does of the field, that 
you not stir up or awaken love until it pleases." 



 
Gal 5:13 - "For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the 
flesh, but through love serve one another." 
 
2. My body is not my own 
 
1 Cor 6:13b-15 - "The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And 
God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of 
Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never!" 
 
The body is not for instant gratification but for sanctification. 
 
1 Thes 4:3 - "For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality." 
 
"It is only as God enables us that we can live the kind of life for which we were meant to live." 
Leon Morris 
 
1 Cor 10:13 - "No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let 
you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you 
may be able to endure it." 
 
Aphrodite in Corinth - sex was part of their worship ceremonies. Sounds a lot like the depravity in our culture. 
 
"When a believer commits immorality, he or she is dragging the union with Christ into the illicit relationship." 
Thomas Nelson 
 
3. Flee sexual immorality 
 
1 Cor 6:18 - "Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the 
sexually immoral person sins against his own body." 
 
Two men: 
 
King David - 
 
2 Sam 11:1-2 - "In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, and his 
servants with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained 
at Jerusalem. It happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking on the roof 
of the king's house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful." 
 
He wasn't where he was supposed to be. 
He didn't walk away. 
He inquired about the woman. 
Leads him to adultery and murder. 
 
Sin only needs a small crack. 
 
Genesis 4:7 - "If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. 
Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it." 
 
Joseph - 
 
Genesis 39:9,12 - "He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except 
you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?”... she caught 
him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his garment in her hand and fled and got out of the 
house." 
 
4. I am a temple; bought with a price. 
 



1 Cor 6:19-20 - "Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 
from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body." 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19 - "knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not 
with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
blemish or spot." 
 
2 Cor 5:21 - "For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God." 
 
We need to glorify God in our bodies. 
 
"The prime motive in service for the Christian is not the aim of accomplishing purpose attractive to him 
personally, but the glory of God." 
Leon Morris 
 
1 Cor 10:31 - "So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God." 
 
Genesis 1:28 - "And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.”" 
 
John 8:11 - "She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no 
more.”" 
 
1 John 2:12-14 - "I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. I am 
writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, 
because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father. I write to you, 
fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, 
and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one." 
 
God wants victory. For you and me. Changing direction. Repentance is about turning around. 


