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Great Commission of the Old 
Testament: 
 
This is missions. Challenge our 
assumptions about missions – it’s not 
just about foreign missions. Every 
single one of us is a missionary. 
Engage in the message of truth - the 
message of Jesus. A missionary is a 
Truth-teller. 

 
2015 Parliament of World Religions (50 different religions represented) - "all religions 
are essentially the same, came together to work as one." An example of modern 
paganism. 
 
Witnessed missions in action. Christians who paid their own way to witness to the world 
in this place - talking and interacting, asking hard questions. 
 
Christian Missions is Truth Telling 
 
John 14:6 - "Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me." 
 
We have entered an interesting time of history - spirituality is in but Christianity is out. 
 
Deuteronomy 32:4 - "The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of 
faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he." 
 
Psalm 25:10 - "All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those 
who keep his covenant and his testimonies." 
 
Psalm 31:5 - "Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O LORD, 
faithful God." 
 
Psalm 33:4 - "For the word of the LORD is upright, and all his work is done in 
faithfulness." 
 
Ps 119:160 - "The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules 
endures forever." 
 
We have a mindset of traditional missions. Our family, our community is our home 

 
Psalm 96:1-3 –  
"Oh sing to the LORD a new song;  
sing to the LORD, all the earth! 
Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
tell of his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, 
his marvelous works among all the peoples!" 

 



mission field. Truth remains the truth, and we are commissioned to deliver that message 
of truth near and far. 
 
What's the message? 
Acts 17 - Paul at Mars Hill 
 
TRUTH: 
1. Character of God 
2. Nature of man 
3. Finished work of Christ 
 
RECIPIENT GROUP #1 
"Non-religious unbeliever" 
 
Europe - the new dark continent 
Largely post-Christian and becoming Christophobic. Etc. 
 
Canada: 
10% of adults attend church. The number of Christians drops every year. 
25% of all Canadians outright reject religion. It is a different Canada now. 
 
US: 
Very similar. Rapid growth of religiously unaffiliated. "Spiritual" - usually means I don't 
want to commit to any truth claim; leave me alone. 
 
Cartoon - "This pamphlet is blank. We're atheists." 
 
RECIPIENT GROUP #2 
Religious non-Christian 
 
GTA most religiously diverse region of any country in the world. 
 
From 1991-2001 paganism grew by 281%. It is the largest growth rate of any religion. 
 
Secular Europe? 
The New Age is actually the religion of Europe (bookshelves). Self-improvement. 
Elevate myself. 
 
US - rise in spirituality and other religions. Decline in Christianity. 
 
The number of Muslims in Canada is expected to triple in the next 20 years. 
 
Religions are coming here. The world is right here. This is opportunity. 
 
 
 



RECIPIENT GROUP #3 
Christians 
 
Unbelief is rampant in the churches. A New Age with a large dose of relativism. 
 
52% of American Christians think that at least some non-Christian faiths can lead to 
eternal life. Half said there are other ways. 
 
Christians accept New Age ideas and teachings. Reincarnation, yoga, psychics, 
astrology, etc. 
 
70% claim mystical experiences. 
 
Phyllis Tickle - emerging church 
Truth is up for grabs, including the Bible. 
God is mystery. 
Theology is too messy. 
Literal creation, the atonement and sins are taboo. Accept homosexuality. 
 
We have a tendency to go with the fads. 
 
Isaiah 45:22 - "Turn to me and be saved, 
all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other." 
 
John 14:6 - "Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me." 
 
Matt 28:19 - "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." 
 
Mark 16:16 - "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 
believe will be condemned." 
 
Acts 1:8 - "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth." 
 
John 8:31 - "So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, 
you are truly my disciples." 
Matt 9:37-38 - "Then he said to his disciples, 'The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.'" 
 
Matt 5:13-16 - "You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and 
trampled under people's feet. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 



hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it 
gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven." 
 
1 John 5:20 - "And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us 
understanding, so that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in 
his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life." 
 
 


